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Dear Friends,

WELCOME TO THE 29TH ANNUAL GRIDIRON GALA! For over 45 years, United Way and 
the National Football League have huddled to improve the lives of children and youth 
across the country. Today, the New York Jets, New York Giants, and United Way of New 
York City, along with all of you, gather at the Gridiron Gala to celebrate the impact of this 
partnership and the incredible work we accomplish together for our city.   

This year has been a year of perseverance and hope as we gradually navigate into a 
new reality, a life outside of the COVID-19 pandemic. Over these past two years, we have 
continued to work together to fulfill both our mission and vision to help New Yorkers in 
need. Since the pandemic began, our COVID-19 Community Fund raised over $17 million 
and impacted the lives of millions of New Yorkers with emergency food, housing support, 
books and educational resources, support for small businesses, and access to COVID-19 
testing and vaccinations. The NFL, corporate partners, foundations, and individual 
donors—many who are in our audience tonight—were instrumental in supporting relief 
and recovery efforts. We thank you for your tremendous collaboration, participation, and 
ongoing engagement. 

We are incredibly proud to honor this year’s Community Quarterbacks, Hometown 
Heroes, and MVP. These leaders are being honored for both their professional and 
philanthropic accomplishments and their critical roles in strengthening communities 
throughout New York City and beyond. 

Thank you to our sponsors, and Gridiron Gala Committee for your loyalty and dedication—
none of this would be possible without you. And of course, a tremendous thank you to 
each of you. It is your continued generosity and support that has raised more than 
$34 million at the Gridiron since 1994. 

We hope you enjoy the evening, and once again thank you. 

DONALD F. DONAHUE
Board Co-Chair 

MICHAEL J. SCHMIDTBERGER
Board Co-Chair 

ERIC MCDONNELL
Interim President & CEO

LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP
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United Way of New York City (UWNYC) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping 
low-income New Yorkers make ends meet and lead self-sufficient lives. With members of 
our community facing many barriers to achieving economic mobility, our work has and 
continues to be deeply rooted in equity and social justice.   

Our Mission: To help mobilize our communities to break down barriers and build 
opportunities that improve the lives of low-income New Yorkers for the benefit of all.   

Our Vision: We envision a community where all New Yorkers have access to quality 
education and the opportunity to lead healthy and financially secure lives. By increasing 
reading proficiency for children, building career pathways toward sustainable jobs, 
expanding the emergency food system, and helping to reform the criminal justice system, 
we strive to provide a more equitable chance at future success.   

Overcoming the challenges that our city faces requires a shift in mindsets, practices, and 
policies in neighborhoods of concentrated poverty—and citywide—to implement and scale 
what works. We empower cross-sector partners to break down the systemic barriers that 
have historically and currently limit communities from accessing equitable opportunities 
in education, job training, food access, healthcare, and essential resources. One solitary 
organization cannot do this work alone, which is why UWNYC mobilizes the resources 
of our corporate partners, donors, NYC residents, community-based organizations 
(CBOs) and government authorities —aligning, strengthening, and forging change-
focused partnerships. Serving as a backbone convener of corporate, philanthropic, and 
government actions to solve common challenges makes UWNYC a unique and critical 
component in our city’s success.

ABOUT
UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CTY
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United Way 
of New York City





Thank you for joining us for the 29th Annual Gridiron Gala!

After two challenging years, we are excited to be able to join together in-person with the 
New York Jets and New York Giants to celebrate our partnership and the impact we have 
made together across our City. 

Tonight, we are proud to recognize our honorees: 

Our 2022 Community Quarterbacks, Marc Holliday, Chairman and CEO of SL Green Realty 
Corp. and Desiree Perez, CEO of Roc Nation. Their leadership, passion and commitment 
have strengthened our communities and enriched the lives of so many New Yorkers. 

Our Hometown Heroes, Saquon Barkley of the New York Giants and George Fant of the 
New York Jets have both displayed unwavering commitment to the youth of our City. 

Our MVP Team at The Durst Organization for their incomparable partnership and support 
of United Way of New York City.

This incredible Honoree lineup has impacted countless lives during the pandemic and as 
we continue to emerge out of it. Their dedication to New York City is both impressive and 
appreciated by all who have been touched by their generosity. 

We are also sending out a special salute to our outstanding Gala Committee and 
recognize their desire to continue to make a difference. Thank you for giving your time and 
resources to make tonight possible. 

Together, we continue to celebrate the power of TEAM as we navigate through all the 
challenges we face. We are New York City! 

ANTHONY M. CARVETTE
Client Relations 

Structure Tone, LLC

HONORARY CHAIR

GALA CO-CHAIRS

BRAD A. ROTHBAUM 
Chief Operating Officer 
BMO Capital Markets

BRETT YORMARK 
COO, Roc Nation and 

Co-CEO, Roc Nation Unified

JOSEPH A. CABRERA
Vice Chairman 

CBRE

ROBERT W. MULLEN 
Chief Executive Officer 
Structure Tone, LLC

BRETT HERSCHENFELD  
EVP, Retail and 

Opportunistic Investments  
SL Green Realty Corp.

A MESSAGE FROM
THE GRIDIRON GALA COMMITTEE CHAIRS
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American Express
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CBRE

ALEXANDRA CARLIN 
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New York Football Giants

LOUIS J. ESPOSITO 
The Durst Organization

JANA FLEISHMAN 
Roc Nation

ROBERT L. FRIEDMAN 
Blackstone

GREGORY B. GREENBERG 
American Express

KIM HANSON 
BMO Financial Group

RUSSELL JOHNSON 
Skanska Building USA, Inc.

JESSE LINDER 
New York Jets

JOHN C. MCGINLEY 
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

J. ETHAN MEDLEY 
New York Football Giants

TED MOUDIS, AIA 
Ted Moudis Associates

DENNIS MURRAY 
Structure Tone

MICHAEL P. NEARY 
Structure Tone

LOU NOWIKAS 
Hearst

MICHAEL PLAVIN 
KPMG LLP

CESAR ROBLES 
Ted Moudis Associates

AL RONCI 
Willis Towers Watson

TODD SCHWARTZ 
Cushman & Wakefield

TERESA TARABOCCHIA 
Skanska USA Building, Inc.

DANIA VERA 
SL Green Realty Corp.

THOMAS J. WEBB, PE 
Skanska USA Building, Inc.

GALA COMMITTEE

ERIC MCDONNELL 
Interim President & CEO 

United Way of New York City

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE
GRIDIRON GALA COMMITTEE





Cushman & Wakefi eld
and

The Murphy Team
are proud to support the

United Way 
of New York City 

and the

29th Annual Gridiron Gala

AT THE 
CENTER OF

WHAT’S 
NEXT
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HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS
to Tonight’s Honorees

Bob and Barbara
Friedman
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We are delighted to support the 
29th Annual Gridiron Gala and the 
2022 honorees.
Congratulations to all!

For more information please contact Jim McCarroll, Partner.
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SL Green Realty Corp. 
is proud to recognize
our own Marc Holliday
as he is honored as a 
Community Quarterback at 
the 29th Annual Gridiron Gala.
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Marc Holliday has served as the CEO since 2004 and became the Chairman of the 
Board as ofJanuary 2019. He has been with the company since 1998, when he joined 
as Chief Investment Officer. Holliday is frequently cited and interviewed by the nation’s 
leading media outlets regarding the commercial real estate marketplace and the future 
of New York City.

In the last year, Holliday has led SL Green through the historic opening of East Midtown’s 
skyline-defining tower One Vanderbilt, closed on a record-setting $3 billion refinancing 
of the now iconic building, signed nearly 1 million square feet of office leasing, and — 
importantly — created a non-profit foundation in partnership with Chef Daniel Boulud 
responding to the impacts of COVID-19 and the City’s growing food crisis, Food1st 
Foundation. With a dual mission of reopening restaurant kitchens across New York City 
and feeding frontline workers and New Yorkers in need, Food1st has prepared, packaged 
and delivered more than 700,000 meals across New York City, reopened dozens of 
restaurants and re-employed hundreds of restaurant workers.

A trustee and emeritus benefactor of Columbia University and a long-time supporter of 
Columbia’s real estate development program, he established the Holliday Professorship 
of Real Estate Development in 2008. Holliday was recently honored by the Intrepid Sea, 
Air & Space Museum in 2017, receiving the Intrepid Salute Award in honor of his 
outstanding business and philanthropic achievements and his commitment to supporting 
programs for active service men and women and veterans. National Jewish Health in 
2011 honored him with the Humanitarian Award and raised a record-breaking $3 million 
for the organization from members of New York City’s real estate and construction 
industries. Additionally, he has served on the Board of the New York Racing Association 
since 2014 and was elected as Chairman in December 2021. Holliday received a B.S. 
degree in business and finance from Lehigh University and an M.S. degree in real estate 
development from Columbia University.

MARC HOLLIDAY
Chairman & CEO 
SL Green Realty Corp.

COMMUNITY QUARTERBACK
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DESIREE PEREZ
CEO 
Roc Nation

Desiree Perez, Roc Nation’s Chief Executive Officer since 2009, has been, besides for 
Shawn “JAY-Z” Carter himself, the person most responsible for realizing his ultimate 
vision of creating a business empire that spreads far beyond a record label, music 
publishing, and artist management agency—to become a company that both engages 
and employs his community.

Led by Perez, in just the past three years, Roc Nation’s philanthropic arm, Team Roc, 
has moved over $30MM for social impact, helping over 1.4 million people. Perez has 
had her hand in every significant deal the company has made in the past decade, all 
while expanding Roc Nation’s verticals, leading partnerships and overseeing Roc Nation’s 
day-to-day operations.

COMMUNITY QUARTERBACK
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GEORGE FANT
Tackle
New York Jets

On the field, George has proven to be one of the Jets’ biggest difference makers, in part, 
due to his elite pass protection. As a sixth-year offensive lineman who entered the NFL 
as an undrafted free agent with the Seattle Seahawks (2016), Fant signed with the Jets 
as an unrestricted free agent in 2020. With 57 starts in his 75 career games with both the 
Seahawks and Jets, has started at both left tackle and right tackle.

Off the field, the Bowling Green, Kentucky native is making an even bigger difference 
through the Fant Foundation, founded by Fant and his wife, Chastity. The Fant 
Foundation’s mission is to strengthen, enrich and support today’s youth through special 
events, including the ‘Dream Big Camp,’ for school-aged children, a celebrity softball 
game, a turkey drive, financial wellness seminars, and much more. Most importantly, after 
Bowling Green was devastated by tornadoes last December, Fant raised over $30,000 to 
assist the victims and city in its initial recovery.

HOMETOWN HERO
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The New York Jets take great pride in a long-standing, year-round commitment to our 
community. Programs funded by the New York Jets Foundation look to positively influence 
the lives of young people in the tri-state area by supporting youth football, preventing 
bullying, and promoting social justice, particularly in disadvantaged communities. From 
launching football teams at urban high schools to unifying our community for change to 
fostering positive school environments, the New York Jets invest in programs that make a 
difference in the lives of others. 

In April, the New York Jets announced a $1 million donation to help aid the people of 
Ukraine. The donation will be split between various organizations, each receiving $100,000, 
over the course of a year. “These donations will positively impact Ukrainian refugees and 
their families with essential supplies,” said New York Jets Chairman Robert Wood Johnson. 
“The need for resources is continuously growing. Our thoughts continue to be with the 
innocent lives who have been affected and all those who are suffering.”  

Additionally, The New York Jets and Nike announced the expansion of their High School 
Girls Flag Football League, which will continue play this spring. The league expanded to 
over 40 teams in both Long Island and New Jersey, building upon the eight New Jersey 
schools that launched the league in 2021. The Jets and Nike believe girls should have the 
opportunity to play football and experience everything the greatest game in the world has 
to offer. The Jets High School Girls Flag Football League will provide character building, 
perseverance, teamwork, and dedication skills that will empower these girls throughout 
every aspect of their lives. This is the second year for the Jets High School Girls Flag 
Football League in New Jersey and the first on Long Island, with the long-term goal to have 
the sport adopted as an official varsity championship sport in both states.

 JETS IN THE COMMUNITY



Congratulations to 
New York Giants Hometown Hero 

SAQUON BARKLEY 
and 

Tonight’s Honorees 
George Fant, New York Jets

Marc Holliday, SL Green Realty Corp
Desiree Perez, Roc Nation
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Saquon Barkley was drafted by the New York Giants as the 2nd overall pick in the 2018 
NFL Draft. Barkley had the greatest rookie season in Giants history, being named the 
Offensive Rookie of the Year, matching the achievement of wide receiver Odell Beckham, 
Jr. in 2014. Since then, he started in all 44 games he played, totaling 2,937 rushing yards 
on 659 carries, 19 touchdowns, 190 receptions, and 8 scores.

Barkley has established himself as a leader on the field and community through his 
work with the Saquon Barkley Hope Foundation, O’Shea Family Foundation, Gillette, 
and the Covenant House NJ. Through these endeavors, Barkley has helped provide 
youth experiencing homelessness with meals, experiences, and resources to excel on 
their athletic journey, academic, employment, and financial literacy. Barkley annually 
represents 22Q, a rare disease that his niece is battling, by wearing custom-designed 
cleats during the NFL’s annual ‘My Cause My Cleats.’

SAQUON BARKLEY
Running Back 
New York Giants 

HOMETOWN HERO
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The New York Football Giants have shown a remarkable dedication to the betterment 
of those in the New York-New Jersey metropolitan area since the team’s founding in 
1925. “Like United Way of New York City, the New York Giants are honored to be a part of 
this City’s great history and commitment to helping others,” said Allison Stangeby, Vice 
President of Community & Corporate Relations for the New York Giants. 

Through partnerships with the United Way of New York City, as well as the American Heart 
Association, Make A Wish of New Jersey, My Sisters’ Place, Rock and Wrap it Up!, Covenant 
House, Special Olympics of New Jersey and many more, the Giants community relations 
team works diligently to create and implement programs that have established the team as 
a productive and contributing leader in the community. 

In 2016, the Giants launched their partnership with United Way of New York City and 
Character Playbook™—a character education curriculum. This past year, Giants player 
Darnay Holmes virtually met with students throughout the area to discuss their own life 
experiences through the NFL’s Character Playbook and Mental Wellness Basics curriculum. 
Over the past 6 years, a total of 78 schools and 4,199 students have participated in the 
Character Playbook program throughout our community. Stangeby said, “Our partnerships 
with charities like United Way of New York City allow us to effectively dedicate our time and 
resources to the most important causes in our community. The ability to be of service to 
our neighbors and to witness some of the truly great programs that are taking place is a 
tremendous blessing.”

The Giants have partnered with the United Way of New York City to celebrate Black History 
Month. In 2021, Ashley Lynn, Director of Player Engagement, and Giants Alumni Antoine 
Bethea, who both attended HBCUs, joined UWNYC to discuss their college experiences with 
high school students. Nate Solder also joined the United Way and Character Playbook to 
participate in a conversation about Sports and Civic Engagement. The Giants also worked 
with the NFL Foundation to provide a $30,000 digital divide grant to United Way of New 
York City that went to support students in Brownsville, Brooklyn. 

Additionally, The Giants Foundation was created with the goal of assisting organizations 
dedicated to tackling important community issues, improving overall health and 
empowering our youth. Launched in 1993 as the nonprofit organization of the New York 
Giants, the team is committed to the Foundation’s focus areas as a way to provide financial 
assistance to those in need throughout our community.

 GIANTS IN THE COMMUNITY





For nearly 50 years, United Way and the National Football League (NFL) have worked 
together to improve the lives of young people across the country. In New York City, 
United Way of New York City, the New York Giants and the New York Jets team up to 
impact children and families living in some of our City’s most-challenged communities. 

Since 2016 United Way and the NFL have partnered on Character PlaybookTM, an 
innovative digital social-emotional learning program that uses evidence-based strategies 
to educate students on how to cultivate and maintain healthy relationships during their 
critical middle school years. Schools across the country have had access to Character 
PlaybookTM at no cost.  The program has reached more than 1,000,000 students in over 
12,000 schools across the nation in over five years.  

Schools that teach character education report higher academic performance, improved 
attendance, reduced violence, fewer disciplinary issues, reduction in substance abuse, and 
less vandalism. The New York Jets partners with United Way of Newark and the New York 
Giants works with United Way of New York City to support students through this initiative. 

Although the past two years prevented UWNYC and the NFL from hosting some of their 
most beloved programs, it did not stop the teams’ unwavering dedication and support from 
shining through. From fundraising to volunteering, empowering youth, to helping increase 
awareness of community challenges, the NFL has used their influence, players, and team 
spirit to help New York City’s most-vulnerable neighbors.   

THE NFL & UNITED WAY
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Tina Cervasio joined WNYW-FOX 5 in January 2018 as the Lead Sports Anchor and 
Reporter serving both Good Day New York and the Evening Newscasts. Cervasio is also 
the Host of the Weekly Sports Show “Sports Xtra” every Sunday night at 10:30 where she 
conducts exclusive interviews, presents feature length stories, as well as highlights, and 
major news from both the greater New York metropolitan area and around the sports 
world. During the NFL season, Cervasio is a co-host on “Giants Kickoff”, a weekly New 
York Giants Pregame show. Cervasio had been with FOX 5 as a fill-in sports anchor and 
reporter since 2009. 

Cervasio is also currently a college football sideline reporter and host at CBS Sports 
Network, where she broadcasts all Army West Point home football games on the sidelines 
of historic Michie Stadium, and is one of the co-host on the all-female panel of the 
groundbreaking studio show “We Need To Talk”. For Westwood One Radio, Cervasio 
has been the sideline reporter on the nationally broadcast Army/Navy Football Game 
since 2020. 

The broadcast veteran is a seven-time New York Emmy Award Winner as part of the New 
York Knicks Broadcasts on MSG Networks where Cervasio worked from 2008 to 2017. 
During that time at MSG, Cervasio was also the pregame and halftime host of the New 
York Red Bulls broadcasts as well as serving as the in-game and postgame reporter. In 
2015, Cervasio became the first female lead, talk radio host, at SiruisXM NBA Radio. 

Over her career, Cervasio has worked as a play-by-play announcer for the Olympic Games 
with Westwood One Radio, as a sideline reporter for the NFL on FOX and NBA on TNT and 
as the Field Reporter for the Boston Red Sox on the New England Sports Network (NESN). 

Cervasio also has a heart for charities. In 2008, 2009 and 2013 she ran the New York 
City Marathon for the Garden of Dreams Foundation. She works with EDGE, formerly 
Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation, serves on the fundraising committee for the Clara 
Maass Medical Center Foundation / David Diehl Golf Invitational, and serves as emcee for 
several fundraisers each year, including United Way of New York City. Cervasio is an active 
member of Women in Sports and Events. 

TINA CERVASIO
Lead Sports Anchor and Reporter, 
Host of “Sports Xtra” 
WNYW FOX 5

PRE-SHOW HOST



35

Chris Canty is the co-host of ESPN Radio’s recently announced afternoon drive show Canty & 
Carlin (debuting April 25) – alongside Chris Carlin. Most recently, Canty hosted Canty & Golic 
Jr. in the same timeslot on ESPN Radio (2021-22). Prior to his national show, Canty appeared 
on DiPietro, Canty & Rothenberg on 98.7 FM ESPN New York, teaming with Rick DiPietro and 
Dave Rothenberg on weekdays from 5-8 a.m. ET.

Canty is a Super Bowl-champion defensive tackle. He spent 11 years in the NFL with the 
Baltimore Ravens (2013-15), New York Giants (2009-12) and Dallas Cowboys (2005-08). He 
was a member of the Giants’ Super Bowl XLVI Championship team.

Canty is the founder of The Chris Canty Foundation. Operating in New York City, the 
foundation is dedicated to enhancing the total development of youth in our communities 
by utilizing the platform of sports to affect positive change in the lives of children through 
mentoring and educational programs.

Canty graduated from the University of Virginia in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in African-
American Studies.

CHRIS CANTY
Super Bowl XLVI Champion 
and ESPN Personality 
ESPN

EMCEE
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Hailing from Boston, MA, 24-year-old singer/songwriter Becca Hannah brings an 
authentic, quirky rasp into her ethereal vocals. Her soulful, jazzy sound is heavily 
influenced by various artists such as Amy Winehouse and Corrine Bailey Rae. Becca has 
been an artist from a young age.  She finds writing songs to be the most organic way to 
articulate and express her rawest emotions and keep herself grounded - It is clear that 
she finds solstice in her music.

BECCA HANNAH
singer/songwriter 
Roc Nation

ENTERTAINMENT





CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OF

TONIGHT'S HONOREES!
Your support of

United Way of New York City
means so much to so many.

Thank you for
making a difference!

Linda and Brad Rothbaum
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ANDREW BREGENZER 
TD Bank

KENNETH BRONFIN 
Hearst Ventures

EVELYN CASTILLO 
Bank of America

STEVEN CHOI

BERNICE A. CLARK 
NYC Economic Development 

Corporation

STEPHANIE ERICSON 
AlixPartners

HEDIEH FAKHRIYAZDI 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

ROBERT L. FRIEDMAN 
Blackstone

TRACEY GAVEN-BRIDGMAN 
Starbucks Coffee Company

DIPTI S. GULATI 
Deloitte & Touche LLP

KATHRYN KAMINSKY 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

EVAN KAUFMAN 
KKR

ELLY KEINAN 
Kyndryl

RANDALL KESSLER 
The Blackstone Group

LARRY KLANE 
Pivot Investment Partners

LORRAINE M. LYNCH 
National Grid

JOSH MASON 
Ares Management Corporation

NEIL MASTERSON 
OneWeb

FELIX V. MATOS 
RODRIGUEZ, PH.D. 

City University of New York

ANISH MELWANI 
LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis 

Vuitton Inc.

TED MOUDIS 
Ted Moudis Associates

ROBERT W. MULLEN 
STO Building Group

PAUL PAPAS 
IBM Consulting Americas

JENNIFER PIEPSZAK 
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

BRAD A. ROTHBAUM 
BMO Capital Markets

TODD SCHWARTZ 
Cushman & Wakefield

AMANI TOOMER 
New York Giants Alumni

DAVID HW TURNER 
KPMG LLP

KARYN L. TWARONITE 
Ernst & Young LLP

JENNIFER WARREN 
M&T Bank

THEO YEDINSKY 
Airbnb

ROBYN ZIVIC 
CIBC World Markets Corp

BOARD MEMBERS

CO-CHAIRS 
DONALD F. DONAHUE 

Miranda Partners LLC

MICHAEL J. SCHMIDTBERGER 
Sidley Austin LLP

VICE CHAIRS 
JOSEPH A. CABRERA 

CBRE

DENISE M. PICKETT 
American Express Company

TREASURER 
CHRISTINE FENSKE 

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP

SECRETARY 
KEVIN W. STONE 

Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.

INTERIM PRESIDENT & CEO 
ERIC MCDONNELL 

United Way of New York City

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CITY



THE MERGER OF CREATIVE OFFICE PAVILION & OFFICE RESOURCES

CreativeOfficeResources

COR IS PROUD 
TO SUPPORT 
THE GRIDIRON 
GALA & UNITED 
WAY OF NYC
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Serving communities. 
Changing lives.  
What matters to  
you matters to us.
At EY, we’re proud to support the United Way of  
New York City and congratulate 2022 Gridiron  
Gala honorees Saquon Barkley, George Fant 
Marc Holliday and Desiree Perez. It’s one of the 
ways we’re helping to make our community a 
better place to work and live.  
A better and brighter future starts with all of 
us. 

ey.com/us/diversity 



© 2022 Goldman Sachs. All rights reserved.

Congratulations to Desiree  

on behalf of  

Mike Yaeger and the team at  

Goldman Sachs. 

You touch so many lives and  

constantly improve  

the culture around you. 

We are honored to be part of  

your world!



Making a Difference 
in Our Communities
Hearst is proud of our longtime partnership with the United Way 
of New York City. Congratulations to tonight’s honorees, George Fant, 
Marc Holliday, Desiree Perez and Logan Ryan. We thank them and 
UWNYC for their important, impactful work to support and empower 
the city’s most vulnerable.

Broadcasting 
Entertainment 
& Syndication  
Fitch Group  
Hearst Health   
Magazines 
Newspapers 
Real Estate  
Transportation
Ventures
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Holland & Knight is proud to support the 

29th annual Gridiron Gala. 

The firm values its long-standing relationship 
with honoree Desiree Perez, CEO of Roc Nation. 

We congratulate her for being honored as one  
of this year’s Community Quarterbacks.

www.hklaw.com

Algiers  |  Atlanta  |  Austin  |  Bogotá  |  Boston  |  Charlotte  |  Chicago  |  Dallas  |  Denver  |  Fort Lauderdale 
 Fort Worth  |  Houston  |  Jacksonville  |  London  |  Los Angeles  |  Mexico City  |  Miami  |  Monterrey  |  New York  

Orange County  |  Orlando  |  Philadelphia  |  Portland  |  Richmond  |  San Francisco  |  Stamford  |  Tallahassee   
Tampa  |  Tysons  |  Washington, D.C.  |  West Palm Beach

Copyright © 2022 Holland & Knight LLP All Rights Reserved



INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

By empowering young people today, we inspire them to dream big 

and achieve their potential tomorrow. 

JPMorgan Chase proudly supports the United Way of New York City 

and the Gridiron Gala. Congratulations to all of the 2022 honorees 

on their well-deserved recognition. We applaud your outstanding 

commitment to education in our community. 
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The National Football League 
congratulates

DESIREE PEREZ
on being honored as the 2022 

Community Quarterback

CLIENT: NFL

DATE: 4/13/22

DESCRIPTION: program ad

JOB #: MKT-22-211600

FILE NAME: DesireePerez_ProgramAd
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MECH SIZE: XXX

SCALING: FILE BUILT @ 100%

QUANTITY: X

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE MATERIALS, PLEASE CONTACT PETER.DORFMAN@NFL.COM OR 212.450.2360





At Quest Diagnostics, we believe in the 
value of foresight, the power of prediction, 
and above all, the impact of information. 
That’s why Quest provides the cutting-
edge diagnostics, life-changing data, 
and integrated services necessary 
to optimize health.

QuestDiagnostics.com

Quest Diagnostics proudly supports 
the United Way of New York City.
Best wishes for a great event!

Working together 
for better health
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We are just as committed to the people in our community as we are to 
being the best in construction.

Skanska is a proud supporter of the partnership 
between United Way and the NFL.

usa.skanska.com



Some ask for change and you’re making it.  
Thank you for going above and beyond to make 
our community a better place.

Member FDIC, TD Bank, N.A.

Connect to TD:
@TDBank               @TDBank_US              TDBank_US              @TDBankUS

We’re  
excited to 
celebrate  
you.



HONORING:

Community Quarterbacks
Marc Holliday
CEO, SL Green Realty
Desiree Perez
CEO, Roc Nation

Hometown Heros
Saquon Barkley  
New York Giants
George Fant
New York Jets

WE ARE PLEASED TO SUPPORT THE

29th Annual United Way of 
New York Gridiron Gala







Committed to  
winning the fight  
against poverty.

Committed to helping United Way, 
the Jets and the Giants in their  
collaboration to support New York’s 
most challenged neighborhoods.

BMO Capital Markets is a trade name used by BMO Financial Group for the wholesale banking businesses of Bank of Montreal, BMO Harris Bank N.A. (member FDIC), Bank of Montreal Europe p.l.c, and Bank of Montreal (China) Co. Ltd, 
the institutional broker dealer business of BMO Capital Markets Corp. (Member FINRA and SIPC) and the agency broker dealer business of Clearpool Execution Services, LLC (Member FINRA and SIPC) in the U.S., and the institutional broker 
dealer businesses of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. (Member Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada and Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund) in Canada and Asia, Bank of Montreal Europe p.l.c. (authorised and regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland) in Europe and BMO Capital Markets Limited (authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) in the UK and Australia. “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trademark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., used 
under license. “BMO Capital Markets” is a trademark of Bank of Montreal, used under license. “BMO (M-Bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trademark of Bank of Montreal, used under license.
® Registered trademark of Bank of Montreal in the United States, Canada and elsewhere. ™ Trademark of Bank of Montreal in the United States and Canada. © 2021 BMO Financial Group
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We also congratulate United Way of New York City’s Board of 
Directors and the most amazing Gala Committee who continue to 
work tirelessly behind the scenes.  Their impact is incomparable!

Go Team!

is proud to support the work of 
United Way of New York City

and salute the 
2022 Gridiron Gala Honorees

MARC HOLLIDAY 
Chairman & CEO, SL Green Realty Corp.

DESIREE PEREZ 
CEO, Roc Nation

COMMUNITY QUARTERBACKS

SAQUON BARKLEY 
Running Back, New York Giants

GEORGE FANT 
Tackle, New York Jets

HOMETOWN HEROES

THE DURST ORGANIZATION

MVP



cbps.canon.com

Canon Business Process Services
is a proud sponsor of the

Our dedication to Kyosei guides 
our tradition of commitment to 
protect and preserve our most 

precious of resources - the world 
we share, the communities we serve, 

and the lives we touch.

GRIDIRON
GALA
29   ANNUALTH





Management
Relocation
Installation

Storage

Managing Complexity

Certified is a proud 
supporter of the 
Gridiron Gala







AT THE 
CENTER OF
WHAT’S 
NEXT

Cushman & Wakefi eld 
is proud to support 

United Way of New York City 
and the 

29th Annual Gridiron Gala
Congratulations to this year’s honorees:

Community Quarterbacks:

Hometown Heroes:

Marc Holliday
Chairman & CEO

SL Green Realty Corp

Desiree Perez
CEO

Roc Nation

Saquon Barkley
Running Back

New York Giants

George Fant
O� ensive Tackle
New York Jets



Marc Holliday

Desiree Perez

Saquon Barkley

George Fant

The Durst Organization

Dechert is a proud sponsor of the United Way of New York City’s

29th Annual Gridiron Gala 

A leading global law firm with 22 offices around 
the world, Dechert delivers practical commercial 
advice on complex matters and transactions with 
energy, creativity and efficiency. dechert.com

D

We salute this year’s honorees:



Here’s to building community.
At John Gallin & Son, building is our business. We know that it takes hard work, 
dedication, skill, and vision to build something that will stand the test of time. 

So it is with respect and admiration that we support the Gridiron Gala and the 
community building efforts of the United Way of New York City. Your programs  
and services for New Yorkers in need build the most important thing of all: hope.
 

102 Madison Avenue – 9th Floor  
New York, NY 10016   
212.252.8900  |  GALLIN.COM Over 135 Years of Construction Excellence





MACRO, A Savills Company is proud to support the 
United Way of New York City and the 

29th Annual Gridiron Gala

Follow us on LinkedIn





CENTRAL MOVING & STORAGE CO., INC.
Leaders in Commercial Moving | www.centralmovingandstorage.com
Proud to Support The United Way of New York City



Congratulations
Deloitte proudly supports the United Way 
of New York City and joins in celebrating the 
honorees  for their outstanding commitment 
to make New York City work  for New Yorkers.

www.deloitte.com

Copyright © 2022 Deloitte Development LLC. All rights reserved.

CLUNEGC.COM | @CLUNEGC

CHICAGO | DALLAS | LOS ANGELES | NEW YORK | SAN FRANCISCO | WASHINGTON, DC

SERVING CLIENTS NATIONALLY

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  T O N I G H T ’ S  H O N O R E E S !

C O N S T R U C T I O N

©Ben Ganscos







Fabiani Cohen & Hall, LLP 
Is proud to support 

The United Way of New York City 
At the 29th Anniversary 

Gridiron Gala 
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“SETTING THE STANDARD SINCE 1985”
Please visit our web site: www.eurotechny.com

We can be reached at (212)594-7474

Building Tomorrow’s World Today
Eurotech specializes in high end interior construction of drywall and carpentry, lath and acoustic, 
concrete, masonry, plaster and �reproo�ng. 

What sets us apart from the industry standard is our ability to deliver a totally integrated value-added 
partnership and approach across the six key wet and dry trades.

Our client list includes many of the top Financial, Entertainment, 
Broadcasting, Media, Advertising, Fashion, Pharmaceutical, Law and Hotel groups throughout the New 
York City and Tristate area.

We are  a Certified WBE  



International Development and  
Construction Consultants

gardiner.com/us 

ADAPTIVE REUSE/ 
REPOSITIONING

FINANCIAL  
SERVICES

MUSEUMS &  
GALLERIES

AVIATION 

HEALTHCARE/ 
LIFE SCIENCES

PARKS & SPORTS 
FACILITIES

BROADCAST 

HOTELS &  
RESTAURANTS

CORE & SHELL 

LAW FIRMS 

RETAIL STORES & 
SHOWROOMS

RESIDENTIAL 

EDUCATION 

MEDIA & TECH 

THEATER & 
ENTERTAINMENT

Proudly supports the
United Way’s 29th Gridiron Gala



Richard L. Hoffman & Associates, Inc.
is happy to salute tonight’s Honorees:

Community Quarterbacks
Desiree Perez  •  Marc Holliday

Hometown Heroes
Saquon Barkley  •  George Fant

MVP
The Durst Organization
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harvardmaint.com

We create environments that  
are safe and where employees 
truly want to be—and enable  
properties (buildings) to be  
at their full potential.

SETTING THE
STANDARD



307 Seventh Avenue | New York, NY |PH: 212.675.9180 | www.iconinteriors.com

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF 
UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CITY

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE HONOREES & HOMETOWN HEROES 
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Real Insights | Real Strategy | Real Value 

JLL is proud to sponsor the Gridiron Gala and to support 
the inspiring mission of United Way of New York City.

Philip Leibow 
Vice Chairman 
Philip.Leibow@am.jll.com 
+1 202 719 5765

Brokerage | Consultancy | Finance | Investment Sales 
Project Management | Property Management

jll.com/dc

Making a difference



James T. Roselle
President

245 Newtown Road, Suite 103
Plainview, NY 11803

Tel: 516-938-1900
Fax: 516-938-1955

Email: jtr@jtrosellelighting.com

Committed   
to making a 
difference.
As a culture, we commit to making a 
difference for our communities—every day. 
We know that a strong corporate culture 
goes hand in hand with a commitment 
to giving back. It’s that commitment 
that goes a long way in helping our local 
organizations achieve ambitions. 

jll.com



LIVE NATION IS PROUD TO SUPPORT UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CITY AND 
CONGRATULATES DESIREE PEREZ AND ALL OF TONIGHT’S HONOREES.

DESIREE PEREZ
CEO, ROC NATION

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

        

 
 

  

 

PUTTING YOUR BUSINESS IN A WHOLE NEW LIGHT

 Providing high quality electrical services to our clients since 1916.  
 

 
 

• High-rise data and electrical infrastructure
• Landmark building renovation
• Ongoing maintenance 

• Power 
• Lighting 
• Computer Centers 

Kleinknecht Electric Company, Inc.

is proud to support the

The 29th Annual Gridiron Gala on May 3rd , 2022. 

19 West 44th Street, Suite 500, , New York, NY 10036 | (212) 728-1800 | Info@kecny.com



MANHATTAN PAINTING
& DECORATING INC.

CERTIFIED NYC SBS AS WBE

1365 CLOS DES LAMBRAYS 1593 CHÂTEAU D’YQUEM 1668 DOM PÉRIGNON 1729 RUINART 1743 MOËT 
& CHANDON 1765 HENNESSY 1772 VEUVE CLICQUOT 1780 CHAUMET 1803 OFFICINE UNIVERSELLE 
BULY 1815 ARDBEG 1817 COVA 1828 GUERLAIN 1832 CHÂTEAU CHEVAL BLANC 1837 TIFFANY&CO 
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1865 ZENITH 1870 LA SAMARITAINE 1884 BULGARI 1895 BERLUTI 1898 RIMOWA 1908 LES ECHOS 1914 
PATOU 1916 ACQUA DI PARMA 1923 LA GRANDE ÉPICERIE DE PARIS 1924 LORO PIANA 1925 FENDI 1936 
FRED 1944 LE PARISIEN 1945 CELINE 1947 DIOR 1947 EMILIO PUCCI 1947 PARFUMS CHRISTIAN DIOR 
1952 GIVENCHY 1955 CHÂTEAU GALOUPET 1957 PARFUMS GIVENCHY 1957 REPOSSI 1958 STARBOARD 
CRUISE SERVICES 1959 CHANDON 1960 DFS 1969 SEPHORA 1970 CAPE MENTELLE 1970 KENZO 1972 
PERFUMES LOEWE 1976 BELMOND 1976 BENEFIT COSMETICS 1977 NEWTON VINEYARD 1980 HUBLOT 
1984 MARC JACOBS 1984 MAKE UP FOR EVER 1985 CLOUDY BAY 1988 KENZO PARFUMS 1991 FRESH 
1992 COLGIN CELLARS 1993 BELVEDERE 1998 BODEGA NUMANTHIA 1999 CHEVAL DES ANDES 1999 
TERRAZAS DE LOS ANDES 2006 CHÂTEAU D’ESCLANS 2006 HÔTELS CHEVAL BLANC 2008 KVD 
BEAUTY 2009 MAISON FRANCIS KURKDJIAN 2010 WOODINVILLE 2013 AO YUN 2013 MARC JACOBS 
BEAUTY 2017 CLOS19 2017 FENTY BEAUTY BY RIHANNA 2017 VOLCAN DE MI TIERRA 2020 EMINENTE

LVMH Is a Proud Sponsor of
the UWNYC’s 29th Annual Gridiron Gala



ngrid.com

Connect with us on

We’re putting our energy 
behind the community.
National Grid values and respects the strength 
and diversity of our employees, customers and 
communities. And we take pride in our employees 
who volunteer their time and talents to enrich the 
places where we live, work and play.

 

 
McGuireWoods congratulates the 

2022 Gridiron Gala Honorees 
and is proud to support 

United Way of New York City 
on behalf of 

BMO Capital Markets 
 

Jeff Rothschild, Jeff Chapman, Wade Kennedy 
And the rest of the team at McGuireWoods 



SDV was founded more than 25 years ago 

for insurance policyholders.

coverage@sdvlaw.com • www.sdvlaw.com • 203.287.2100

Let us tackle 
your insurance 
coverage issues.
Our national team of coverage attorneys 
is ready to assist.

AMERICA  •  ASIA PACIFIC  •  EUROPE  
sidley.com

Attorney Advertising - Sidley Austin LLP, One South Dearborn, Chicago, IL 60603. 
+1 312 853 7000. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. MN-17366

Michael J. Schmidtberger • Brian Krisberg • John P. Connelly • 787 Seventh Avenue • New York, NY 10019 • +1 212 839 5300

SIDLEY IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE

UNITED WAY  
OF NEW YORK CITY

and joins in honoring

COMMUNITY QUARTERBACKS

HOMETOWN HEROES

MVP

DESIREE PEREZ | CEO, Roc Nation  

MARC HOLLIDAY | Chairman & CEO, SL Green Realty Corp.

SAQUON BARKLEY | Running Back, New York Giants  

GEORGE FANT | Safety, New York Jets

THE DURST ORGANIZATION



No matter what jersey you are wearing on game day,  
we are all fans of making an impact on the community.

We are proud to support team

UNITED WAY OF  
NEW YORK CITY
and 29th Annual Gridiron Gala Co-Chair

BRAD A. ROTHBAUM 
COO, BMO Capital Markets

At Morgan Lewis, we work in collaboration around the world— 
always ready to respond to the needs of our clients and craft 
powerful solutions for them. From our offices in strategic hubs 
of commerce, law, and government across North America, Asia, 
Europe, and the Middle East, we work with clients ranging from 
established, global Fortune 100 companies to enterprising startups.

Our team of more than 2,200 lawyers and specialists provides 
comprehensive corporate, transactional, litigation, and regulatory 
services in major industries, including energy, financial services, 
healthcare, life sciences, retail and ecommerce, sports, technology, 
and transportation. We focus on both immediate and long-
term goals with our clients, helping them address and anticipate 
challenges across vast and rapidly changing landscapes. 

We approach every representation with an equal commitment to 
first understanding, and then efficiently and effectively advancing, 
the interests of our clients and arriving at the best results. If a client 
has a question, we’ll immediately find the person in our global 
network with the answer. If there’s a shift in the legal landscape, 
we’re on top of it, and our clients will be too.

Founded in 1873, we stand on the shoulders of nearly 150 years of 
achievement, but we never rest on our reputation.

www.morganlewis.com
© 2022 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

This material is provided for your convenience and does not constitute legal advice or create an attorney-client relationship. 
Prior results do not guarantee similar outcomes. Attorney Advertising.
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first understanding, and then efficiently and effectively advancing, 
the interests of our clients and arriving at the best results. If a client 
has a question, we’ll immediately find the person in our global 
network with the answer. If there’s a shift in the legal landscape, 
we’re on top of it, and our clients will be too.

Founded in 1873, we stand on the shoulders of nearly 150 years of 
achievement, but we never rest on our reputation.

www.morganlewis.com
© 2022 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

This material is provided for your convenience and does not constitute legal advice or create an attorney-client relationship. 
Prior results do not guarantee similar outcomes. Attorney Advertising.



ubs.com/team/epsteinpartners

As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an SEC-registered investment adviser and brokerage 
services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. Investment advisory services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed by different laws 
and separate arrangements. It is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that you carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to you about 
the products or services we offer. For more information, please review the client relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your UBS Financial Advisor for a copy. 
*Banking and lending services are provided by UBS Bank USA, a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. UBS Bank USA, Member FDIC, NMLS no. 947868. A UBS securities account is required to deposit funds at 
UBS Bank USA. Institutional investment banking services are provided by UBS Securities LLC, a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. Private Wealth Management is a division within 
UBS Financial Services Inc., which is a subsidiary of UBS AG. © UBS 2022. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. BO_04112022-1   Exp.: 04/30/2023

Your impact, your legacy
Helping successful families through financial planning

Every family is unique. That’s why we provide thoughtful and 
comprehensive custom solutions with highly responsive service. Our 
boutique office experience focuses on anticipating complex needs and 
exceeding expectations.

Beyond investing, our services include tailored lending*, multigenerational 
planning, and financial education. As part of the exclusive UBS Private 
Wealth Management division, our team has access to vast philanthropic 
resources and investment banking services. With long-standing 
relationships, we are often our clients’ “first call.” We’re here to serve 
your mission. Call us today to start the conversation.

Epstein Partners
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Private Wealth Management
1285 Avenue of the Americas 
Floor 38
New York, NY 10019

Proud Sponsor

Torys LLP is proud to sponsor the 29th annual Gridiron Gala and support the important 
work of the United Way of NYC. We salute the UWNYC for its dedication to strengthening 
and supporting the most challenged neighborhoods throughout the city. 



WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT

The United Way of New York City’s 
29TH Annual Gridiron Gala

HONORING

Desiree Perez, CEO of Roc Nation
AND

SL Green Realty

Since its founding, Weil has been a leader in 
demonstrating its commitment to community and 

philanthropy in the cities where we live and work, and 
beyond. Our culture of service and engagement 

contributes towards our Firm’s corporate citizenship 
footprint and proudly supports that of our clients.

weil.comWeil, Gotshal & Manges LLP



On behalf of The Durst Organization
TPG Architecture is proud to support
The Gridiron Gala

Congratulations to the honorees
Marc Holliday
Desiree Perez
Saquon Barkley
George Fant

TPGArchitecture.com
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Strategic Planning/ 
Event Management 

MICHELLE MATHESON 
EMANUEL CASABLANCA 

MELINA POPE 

Design 
MYLDWIN PIERRE

Video Production 
MIC-ANTHONY HAY

Social Media/
Communications 

LIANE PAONESSA 
MARIA QUINTANS 

ROBIN KHATSERNOV 
CLAIRE COMAI

UNITED WAY OF NEW YORK CITY

SPECIAL THANKS 
The Gala Committee and United Way of New York City Board of Directors 

for their continued dedication and support. 

Our emcees Chris Canty, Tina Cervasio and all the players in attendance 
for donating their time to join us this evening. 

Becca Hannah for donating her time and talent to this event 

To all our corporate and individual donors who supported this event 
through Silent Auction and Gift Bag donations 

SMK EVENT SOLUTIONS, LLC.
EVENT MANAGEMENT

ROOFTOP2 PRODUCTIONS

PRODUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

STUDIO PRODUCTIONS

PRODUCTION 
SERVICES

THE GLASSHOUSE
VENUE

SAUNDRA PARKS 
RED MAPLE LEAF 

DÉCOR

ARMAND DE BRIGNAC 
D’USSE

SPIRITS DONORS

BMO CAPITAL MARKETS 
M&T BANK 

NEW YORK FOOTBALL GIANTS 
NEW YORK JETS 

GIFT BAG DONORS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



WE ARE PROUD SUPPORTERS 
OF THE UNITED WAY OF NYC

CROSS NY GENERAL CONTRACTING / CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
1271 Avenue of the Americas / New York, NY 10020 / t: 212.608.0100 / f: 212.608.0713 / 

www.crossny.com 



Working together for a brighter New York City

CONGRATULATES
United Way of New York City

and the
2022 Gridiron Gala Honorees

MARC HOLLIDAY
DESIREE PEREZ

COMMUNITY QUARTERBACKS

SAQUON BARKLEY 
GEORGE FANT

COMMUNITY QUARTERBACKS

THE DURST ORGANIZATION
MVP
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